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Monterey is getting a Facelift this Spring! 

Happy Fall!  I can’t believe we are ending the first quarter of the school year. We have had a great first 

quarter and I am looking forward to the next 3!  Speaking of the next three quarters, I wanted to give 

you a little more information on our move for the spring semester.  The district sent out a communica-

tion to all families in September with information about upcoming bond work for Monterey.  We will 

be moving out of Monterey into the new Carmel Community School Building for spring semester.  We 

will be back at Monterey for the start of the 2022-23 school year.  It is a temporary move.  Here is a list 

of the some of the improvements being made at Monterey: 

*A new Learning Commons (formerly the Library) with a Makers Space for robotics and other science 

and technology activities! 

*All classrooms will have brand new student desks and chairs and may be expanded so there is a little 

more room! 

*New technology in the classrooms. 

*The building interior will be freshly painted, and carpet will be replaced. 

*Old playground structures will be replaced. 

*Bathrooms will be updated and some expanded. 

*The kitchen will be updated with a new serving line. 

*Electrical and HVAC will be updated to ensure a more regulated temperature throughout the building. 

*New lighting will be installed that is less harsh than our current lighting which will be good for stu-

dents. 

We can’t wait to open our newly remodeled building in August 2022, and we can’t wait for our stu-

dents, families and community to see it! 

More details will be communicated about the temporary move in January.   

The first opportunity to find out more information and have your questions answered will be October 

7th. We will be hosting a Donuts and Dialogue session in the Library at 8:00 AM-8:30 AM and lat-

er that day Cookies and Conversation from 5:00-5:30 in the Library. 

Please join us for at one of those two sessions to engage in dialogue or conversation with the Principal 

and Assistant Principal about the upcoming bond work or any other concerns. 

Erika Tunson 

Principal 

October 2021 Newsletter 

September has flown, and now we are moving on to Oc-
tober! Each day we are seeing our third grade class grow 
and grow and very eager to learn. Right now in math we 
are focusing on time and measurement, and weights. A 
great way to help your student is having them tell time 
on an analog clock and help you in the kitchen with 
measuring ingredients. Please also keep practicing their 
multiplication facts as we are still using these. You can 
find flashcards at the dollar store or at target in their 
dollar section. We just finished working cause and ef-
fect and now focusing on main idea. At home you can 
help your child by reading out load for 20 minutes and 
asking them questions on what they had just read. Keep 
up the great work! 

Happy Fall!  Just like Fall brings changes in the world 
around us, our Kindergarteners are experiencing new 
things and growing by leaps and bounds! 

Our goal is for students to be able to name every letter in 
the alphabet in random order by the end of October.  It is 
important to be able to recognize the letters individually, 
not just be able to sing the ABC song.  In class we are div-
ing deep into each letter and the sound it makes; so far we 
have focused on Mm, Aa, and Ss.  The order is intentional 
so we can use those sounds to read and write simple words, 
such as, am and Sam.  We will then introduce Pp and Tt 
and create more words, like pat, at tap, sat…  We when use 
these words and our sight words, we can read and write 
simple sentences.  Please keep practicing the letter names 
and sight words at home so we can strengthen students’ 
skills. 

Our Math focus has been on counting, identifying, and 
writing numbers 0-10.  We are also learning what 1 more 
and 1 less means as we work with numbers to 10.  Thank 
you for practicing the numbers 0-10 at home; you can have 
students count things around the house and write the 
numbers as well. 

We have been exploring Fall and why leaves change colors 
and we are beginning to talk about the forces of pushing 
and pulling for Science.  In Social Studies we are continuing 
to practice being Responsible, Organized, Cooperative, 
Kind and Safe here at school and at home.  In honor of His-
panic Heritage Month, we are learning about Frida Kahlo 
and her artwork; we are experimenting with bright colors 
and bold designs. 

As the weather changes, please make sure your child has a 
jacket each day.  If your child is cold in the classroom, 
sweaters and sweatshirts must be solid uniform colors as 
well as long sleeve shirts under their polo shirts. 

Please continue to check Dojo daily for updates and further 
communication. 

Thank you,  

Mrs. Disney and Mrs.  Salles 

2nd graders are hard at work! 

In reading students are working hard to build independ-
ent reading skills. We are ready for our second unit in 
reading already! 

In math we are working on measurement. Now that we 
know how to measure, we are working on comparing 
lengths.  

In writing, students are working hard and learning how 
to put their paragraphs together. They are setting writ-
ing goals to improve and doing a great job! 

Hello from 1st Grade!   

It is hard to believe that fall is already here and that we 
have completed our second month of school.  In reading, 
we are finishing up Unit One and in Unit Two, students 
will be learning all about how people and animals live to-
gether in a community.  Students will be able to make real 
life connections to communities they belong to.  In math, 
students will be learning to add using the strategies 
“count on” and “make ten.”  In writing, students will be 
learning about the writing process, starting with writing 
an expository/informative paragraph.  We are really fo-
cusing on how to start and structure a paragraph, starting 
with writing a topic sentence, adding in details, and clos-
ing the paragraph.  

September has just flown by! 

The 4th and 5th graders are making great strides and 
learning new material every day.  We are encouraging 
students to have academic conversations with their 
groups and have been working to set expectations for 
working together. 

 

On the Horizon 

The 4th and 5th graders will be working on informa-
tive writing.  This type of writing is meant to inform 
or teach the reader about a topic or idea. 

In reading, the 4th graders are reading informational 
text.   

The 5th graders are reading biographies. 

In math, 4th and 5th grade will be diving into multi-
digit multiplication. 

 

As everyone has gotten settled into their schedule 
now, we do ask that you please continue to speak 
with your child about what R.O.C.K.S behavior 
stands for and to reinforce these behaviors at home.   

R.O.C.K.S at Monterey stands for Responsible, Orga-
nized, Cooperative, Kind, and Safe. 

We have had many 4th and 5th grade students turn-
ing in their R.O.C.K.S tickets every day!!!  Keep up the 
great work!! 

 

We would also like to send a reminder about home-
work.  Students should be reading 20 minutes or 
more a night.  They are more than welcome to bring 
the book they are reading for Battle of the Books 
home each night.  For math, they can always benefit 
from practicing their multiplication facts. 

 

Thank you for all your continued support.   

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any 
questions, comments, or concerns. 

Mrs. Brooks, Mrs. Kelly, Mrs. Lescott, and  

Mrs. Rafalski 

DISTRICT CORNER 

Hello D2 Parents & Guardians, 

Harrison School District Two is asking for your feedback 
on school quality via K12 Insight surveys. This is an excel-
lent opportunity for all our HSD2 parents to have their 
voices heard. The survey will close on Friday, October 15. 

Parents can access the survey via the District or school 
website. 

Thank you! 

Dehydration – or not having enough fluid in your body, can cause 
headaches, tiredness, and cause poor concentration. Drinking wa-
ter is the best way to stay hydrated and healthy.  Drinks like soda, 
fruit juice, sports drinks, and even flavored mineral water contain 
a lot of sugar sometimes as much as 6 teaspoons of sugar for every 
8oz. You can have these occasionally but not as part of a healthy 
diet. Fruits such as apples, watermelon, peaches, etc. are also good 
sources of water and healthy sugars. There are many benefits to 
drinking water and staying hydrated such as alleviating and re-
ducing frequency of headaches, increased metabolism, eases stom-
ach aches, healthier muscles and organs, as well as prevents dry 
skin, chapped lips, and bloody noses which can be painful. Water 
needs vary depending on age, weight, outside temperature, and 
physical activity. It is recommended for those between 5-8 years 
old to drink 5 glasses, 9-12 years old to drink 7 glasses, and those 
13 and older to have 8-10 glasses a day. Staying hydrated will help 
you function at your best.   

NURSE/CLINIC INFORMATION 

OCTOBER HAPPENINGS 

• OCT. 1st: Picture day 

• OCT. 11th-15th: No School 

• OCT. 19th: Catalog Fundraiser  due 

• OCT. 22nd-28th: Red Ribbon Week 

• OCT. 29th: Trunk or Treat at 5pm 


